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J T bekel in cyme paſt chere was a duke in not 
nanoye whiche was called ouberce che whi⸗ 
che duke was paſſingeryche of goodes g allo ver; 
fuousof lyuynge and loned andd:ed god aboue a 
chinge and dede greace almoſſe dedes and excededl 
all ofher in ryghewylneſſe and iuſtice/and mooſte 
cheualrouſe in dedesof armes and noble actes do⸗ 
inge. chis autze helde open hous vpon a criltinaſſe 
dape in a fowne whiche was called Nauerne vpoit 
che leyne Tothe whiche courte came al the lordes 
and noble biode of Poꝛmandye. And bycauſe chis 
noble duke was not maryed his loꝛdes and noblen 
wich one allente beloughe hym to marye and cake 


aà wyfe/ to chentente that his ge 
char un 


chere 
ee 
e 
a wyf accordinge to dyne eſtace fox and pf Jſhold. 
Se eee wth eee pe Jes 
ke one chat is not ut lo noble an houleas Jam 
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neſte and afcerwarderepenceme-Whan thile woꝛ⸗ 


(How che duke of Nounandy wich 
The Werthe his wyfetpe doughte ofthe 


des were (polen @ well conſpdcred by Þlozdeschac 
ſtode there pꝛelent chen there roſe vp a wyle baron 


and layde to che duke. My loꝛde ye ſpelꝛe very wyſe 


ly and]ykea noble pꝛince/but yt᷑ it plealeyour-hye 
nelle to gyue audience and here me ſpebe Iſhal ſhe 
we you ot a certayne perſone /o whome ye ſhall en 
lope your (elf ca here of her.and the whiche ye ſhal 


obteyne I hnowe well. Than anſwered che duke 


and layde.ſhewe me chan who chat perſone is/gra 
cious loꝛde layd the 5 vnto — 
bourgone hach a doughter whiche excedeth all 04 
Cher in beaulte curtelye and debonayꝛe me g 
eiae pe wyl de 
pre her. foi J hnowe well chere wpll noo man (ape 
nape chetto. To che whiche che good duke anſwe 
ted and ſaydc. chat lady playſed hym ryght well g 
chat che baron had e wyle coiis 
ſell. And in ſhoite tyme after that chis lady was de 
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baidale was kept y whiche were to lon⸗ 
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Nounandy after he had maried 
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uke hadde maryen 
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triumphe and gloꝛye in to che londe of nozmandp 
and in to the Cyte ot Roan / in whiche Cyte le 
was honourablp receyued and wich grete melodye 
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the nounans WwhicheTlece paſſe. for fo come Þ (oner 
to my macer.Þ fo:lapd duke and ducheſle lyued to 
gyder the (pace of. xviii.yere withoute ony chylde 
whether it were goddes wyll it ſholde be (0.02 if we 
re choꝛowe cheyr owne defaulte I can not Juge it 
fo: it were better ofher whyle that lome people had 
no chylderne. aud alſo it were better fo: the fader @ 
moder to gete no chyldern theñe for lache of chaſty 
ſynge / the chyldern and fader and moder ſholde al 
go to the deuyll.yet were chele duke and ducheſſe de 
— people whiche loued and dꝛede god and gaue 
grete almes @ what tyme this Duke wolde meddle 
wich his lady he euer prayed to god to ſende him a 
chylde to honoure and ſerue god and to multyplye 
and foꝛtetye his lygnage / but nother with pꝛayer 
no: with almes dedes this good duke and duchellſe 
coude gete no chyldern. 
¶ How vpon a tymethis Duke and ducheſle wal⸗ 
hed allone ſoꝛe complapnynge the one to the other p 
they coude haue no chylde to gyder 
An a tyme this duke ducheſſe walked 
and the duke began to hewe his mpnde to 
bis iaoy layngethus — — we be not foꝛtuna⸗ 
te in lo moche that we canne gete no chylderne and 
they that made ÿ maryage becwene vs doth 
dhypde grete lynne fo: Jbelcue g ye had ben 822 to 
an ochcr man ye fyolde haue dJal 


had chyldern a 
ſopf A haddc an — ladye/this Lady vnderſto⸗ 
de hy⸗ — ſhe anſ wered ſoftly Aayenge 1 


| Ede we muſte chanke god or 
vob prento wha ſu he 


Chow roberte the deuyll was conceyned and | 
bys modergaue bpm to chedeupll in hiochrpe ge 


* 
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a Wo 


7, 


. dulzevpon a tyme rode oute on hoũtyn 
3 ge in a grete angre and penſifnesfoz ough 
chat he coude haue no chylde ſoꝛe complaynage lay 
. . 28 wymmen haue 

many tayre zen in w eyenioye gretly 
chem by whyche J lee well that J am hated ol got 


Emeruaple it is þ Jfall not in diſpayꝛe fortfgreue 
che me lo ſoze at my herte 5 J en, bpld2c 
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hen Þ denyll whiche is atwape redye-deceprems 
hynde.tempted che good duke @cronbled his myns 
de lo that he wyſt not what to do no: laye. thus mo 
ued he left his huntynge and went home to his pa 
lays were he foũde his lady allo vexed æ moued/as 
he come home he koke her in his armes e hyſled her 
and dyde his wyll with her layenge his pꝛayers to 
our loꝛde.in this wyle O loꝛde ieſu J beleche the þ 
I maye gete a chylde at ene my 
mayſte be honoured @ ſerued. buf che lady beinge lo 
re moued ſpake thus kolyſſhly @ layd in the deuyls 
name be it in loo moche as god hach nor the power 
chat J conceyue and pf £ be concepued with chylde 
in chis houre J gyue it to the deuyl body and laule 
and this ſame houre that this duke @ duches were 
chus moued the layde lady was conceyued with a 
man chylde whiche in his lyt wꝛought moche mil 
chefeas ye Ihall here after here/bur afterwarde he 
was conuerted and oyde grete penaunce and dyed 


d what grete 


a holy man as is ſhewed here affer. 
C How robert che deuyll was hoꝛne an 
payne his moder ſutkred in pis hyrth. 
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was a berßge fothe chyrche to be cryſtened @home 
* * apeneicneuerſeaced cꝛpenge and houlyng 


E gentylwomẽ that were with her wened ſhe wol⸗ 
de haue peryſſhed @ deyed in trauaylỹ ge. wherfoꝛe 
they were gretly aballhed @ aferde with þ meruey⸗ 
wule noyſe @ tokens that they herde g le in the byr 
the of che layde Nobert the deuyll in that this chyl⸗ 
de was boꝛne / the ye waxed as derke as though 
it had ben nyghte as it is ſhewed in olde cronycles 
that it chõdꝛed and lyghened lo fore that men chou 
ghte the firmamenthad ben open @ all che wo:lde 
holde haue peryſſhed. And chere blewe loo moche 
wynde oute ot the. liii.quarters oſ the woꝛlde g was 
luche ſtorme and tempeſt that al the hous trembled 
fo loꝛe p; it ſhohe a grete pece of it to che erth ĩ ſu mo 
che ÿᷣ al chey that were in the hous wened ỹ y world 
ad bene at an ende e p they w the hous g al ſhold 
ue ſõhen but in ſhoꝛt tyme it plealed god that all 
chis trouble cealed g che weder clered vpe ß chylde 
was broughte to che chyrche co be cryſtned whiche 
as named Nobert. This chylde was a large of 
ſtature at his byꝛch @ he had ben a pereolde wher⸗ 
of the people had grete wonder. and as this chylde 


e. and in 
thoꝛte lpace he had longe teeth wher with he bote ß 
2 
woinan durſte gyue hym louke fon he bote of che he 

de of chepr bꝛeſtes. Whertoꝛe they were feyne ta gps 
tou fonke and fob:pngehpmvp wich an hone 
a he was twelue monech olde he coude ſpe⸗ 


and wha he | 
hend go allone better than other chylderne chat 


. | : 4 , ; : 2 > \ . „ 8 2 my * 
6 . ; a 4 8 * * * 4 2 bn r 
* * ; 4s þ : ” - > 
- F . 5 * N ; $ 1 * 
* ” ” a 1 - * . * : . : , N 2 — 4 
* 
* N * bl »# . 


berfe wared Þ moꝛe curſter and wyckedder he war/ 
edfo: as ſone as he coude goo allone chere was no» 
ther man noꝛ woman that coude rule h and wha 
he founde os coude come by ony chylderne he ſmote 
and bote and caſte ſtones at chem and bꝛake theyr 
armes and legges and neckes and lcratte out their 
eyen oute of cheyr heddes and chere in was all his 
pleſure and the loꝛdes and gentylles that [awe this 
— grete delyte there in wenynge to them it hadde 

ene bu cchepouthe and wanconeſle, | 


Howe all the chylderne wich one allente named 
this chylde Roberte the deuyll. 

His chylde within fewe yeres grewe mar 
| uct:oullp and moꝛe and more encreled of al 
and boldnes and ſh:ewdnes/@ ſet by no coꝛreccyon 
but was cuer ſmytinge g caſtinge aud curſed dedes 
doinge to all che that he myghte mete in the ſtretes 
in lo moche that there was nocher man ne woman 
no: chploc that durſt mete with hÞ but fled a waye 
for fere @ diede as che deuyll fleech frome ỹ holy wa 
ter. (ome tyme there gadꝛed to gyder al che boyes 
of the ſtrete ta fyghte wich hym /but whan chey lee 
bym come they durſte not abyde hym / but cried one 
to an other here comech the wode Nobert an other 
many cryed here cometh che curled madde robert @ 
ſome cryed here cometh robert che deuyl @ thus cry⸗ 
enge @ howlỹge they voyded all che ſtretes fo: they 
durſt not abyde ſt lone hp inp face / and forth with 
che chylderne hne we hỹ W one allent called hym 
robert p oeuyll whiche name he kepte duringe his 


If e ſhall do as longe as che woꝛlde ſtandeth/ wh 
cis chylde was. ſeuen.yere olde oz there aboute che 
duke his fader /leynge and conlyderynge his wyc⸗ 
ked condictons called hym and ſayde vnto hỹ thus 
my lone me thyn he it neceſlary and tymc / foꝛ me ta 
gete you a wplelcole mayſter and put vou to ſcole/ 
to lerne vertues and doctrine foꝛ ye be of age ynou⸗ 
ghe and whan che duke had thus (apde/he betoke 
his lone to a good d ilcret and wyle lcole mayſter to 
rule and teche hym al good condicions @maners 
¶ How robert kylled his (cole mayſter. 
T fell vpon a dapeþ his ſcole mayſter ſhold 
chaſtyle robert g wolde haue made him to ha 
ue left his curled condiciõs ⁊ miſcheuous dedes but 
robert gate a murderer oꝛ bodkin @ thꝛaſt his may 
ter in che bely his guttes fell at his fete and lo fel 
do wne dede to the erth. and robert chꝛewe his boke 
ayenſt che walles in deſpyte of his mayſter laynge 
thus now haue I caughfe che that neuer pꝛeſte noꝛ 
clerkcſhal coꝛrecte me noꝛ he my mayſter and fꝛom 
thens forth there coude noo lcole mayſter be founde 
that was ſo bolde to take in honde to teche and co: 
recte this Robert but were gladde to let hym allone 
and haue his owne wayes / and he put hymlelfeco 
vyte g myſchet and curſlidnes to no maner ot᷑ ver 
tue nos grace no: none wolde ne lerne foꝛ noo man 
lyuynge / hut mocked wich god E holy chprche and 


whan he came in co the chyrche E koũde che pꝛeſtes 
eclarkesſingfgrgoddeslernpce/he came preuelp 
behynde chem e calle allhes o duſt in fo cheyr mots | 

| of god / And whanhelawe onpbog 


ches 


2 


— — r 88 ä : 4 


ſe my loide our lone is now of ſufficient age/and a 
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dy in the chyrche beſp in cheyr pꝛayers he wolde co 
me behynde thẽ e gyue thẽ a lowle in the necke tha 
cheyr hedes kylſed che grounde in loo moche that 
tuery creature banned and curſed hym fo: his wyc 
hed dedes doynge / And che noble Duke his fader 
ſeyngethis myſcheuous dilpolicyon ꝑ curſed ly of 
his lone he was lo angry @ loꝛe vered w hym lelfe 
that he wyſſhed hym ſelt many tymes dede g out of 
che woilde. And che duchelle in lyke wyle was gret 
ly moued @ moche ſoꝛowful / by cauſe of che milche 
uous lyt᷑ of her lone. ſaynge to her loꝛde in this wy⸗ 


ble to bere armes wher foꝛe me chpnke it were beſte 
chat ye made hym knyght yt than he wolde remem 
bꝛe thoꝛdꝛe of knighthode wherby he myght chaũ⸗ 
ge his condicyons and leue his wyckednelle. The 
Duke was here with all content. And Noberte had 
at that tyme but eyghtene pere of age. 


¶ How robert che deuyll was made knyghte by the 
- Duke his fader. 

his dube aſſembled vpõ a hye feeſt ot whit 
ontyde al his barons Tnobles of his londe 
t the next ot his hyn g krendes in ỹ pꝛeſence ot who 
mie he called his ſone to hym laynge thus. herke mp 
ſone robert and take hede what J ſhall tell you. 1c 
is ſo that by chaduyle of my tounſell and good fre. 
des J am nowe aduyſed to mae pou a knyghte ta 
chentent that ye wich other knyghtes ſholde be con 
uerſaũt occuppe e haunte cheualrye and hnyghtes 
cddicpon to thentente that ye ſhall leue and foꝛyete 
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pour vices @ vylaynous wer kes @ moſte Harfullpf 
Nobert herpnge thisanlweted his fader theduke.. 
Schall doo poure commaundemenc but as fo: che 
oꝛder of :npghthode ] let no thynge therby. foꝛ ches 
re is no degre ſhall cauſe me leue my condiciõs u 
maheane to chaunge my lyfe noꝛ to bꝛehe my wyl 
Foz Jam nat in chat mynde to doo ony better than 
Ihaue done hecherto/noꝛ alter myne olde caſtume 
noꝛ to amende koꝛ no man lyuynge it was che coſtu 
me ot that londe that on whitlonygheche chyrche 
holde be watched and tended with moche people. 
And theder ranne this robert lyke a madde man be 
ringe and bonchßge and ouerthꝛowynge al cheym 
that came in his waye/feringe nocher god noꝛ p de⸗ 
upll.and he was neuer ſtyll of all that nyghte and 5 
in the moꝛnynge whan it was daye Noberte was S 4 
made hnyghte. Thenne this duke commannded a a 
tournayment oꝛ iuſtynge to be made in whiche toes ene, 
nmaymente che layde robert „ 
de meruaylous dedes of armes in kyllinge and 
rynge doune hoꝛlle ę man noo man retulinge no: 
ferynge / but bare alle to che grounde that came in 
his waye.of ſome he bꝛake armes and ſome legges 
lome cheyr neckes oz bare them chozowe-and hyl⸗ 
ed chem out of the honde. frome hym wente none 
e 
k. oil our ow. nem} 
= _— — 4 came in to his. hondes he wente 
Agrete payne /p euery man chalde ſenſe g tune no 
= noxe.chenneRoberexored kes anger as he had ben 
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1 4 * 


1 ir vated 


ho:le no: man lo chat he kylled of þ 


ina grete angre and ranne 


cop 
þ ye luffrepoure lone iu doo as hedoch 
we beleche pou fon lake 

dye for h fo — pines — — 


¶ how Roberrche deuyll rode aboute rree 
ol noumandp robbynge ſlelinge — 
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C — bo chem all 
And put oute cyepr epen in is ader and 
eee home 


de of Notmandye,/Than his berte was ſubpꝛeſled 
wich ſo greattr loꝛowe and thoughte that che lalte 
e:res beſte oute ot᷑ his eyen. Z wepte tenderly @ (ap? 
de. O rraht wyſe god creafoue of heut᷑ @ erth /] ha 
ue ſo many tymes prayed the to lende me a <yldes 
all my delyte was to haue a lone. to chentenfe þ 8 
myght of hym haue grete Jope and ſolace. And nos 
we IJ haue one. che whiche doth my herte lo mache 
payne ſoꝛowe and thoughte that J wore in no wp» 
ſe what to begynn noꝛ to doo no: ſayecherfo, but 
good ſorde unly I crye vpon the for helpe and reme 
bel fobe a Iycell belenled of my payne and loꝛo we. 


WE; "4 Dube ſent oute men of armes foꝛ to ta 
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lo:owful @ penſyfe @ knewe no remcdpe theñe this 
knyghte fpake @ ſayde to hym. My loꝛde ) wold ad 
uyle you to lende fo: your e lone robert @ let hym be 
bꝛought to your pꝛeſence/and there befoꝛe your no⸗ 
bles and nexte frendes to rebuke hym. and chan cũ 


maũde hỹ to leue his curſed lyt. yt he wyll not/ye 


co do iuſtice vpon hym as on a ſtraunge man /here 
tothe Duke colenced and choughte the knyght ga 
ue hym good counſell.and incontynent he lente out 
men to lebe robert.and in ony wyle they to bꝛyngẽ 
hym to his pꝛelence this robert herynge or the com 
playntes made of alle che people vpon hym vnco 
his fader and that his fader hadde lent out men to 
tahe hym wher foꝛe al theym that he coude gette he 
put out cheyrepen / and lo he toke the men that his 
fader ſende fo: hym and put out theyr eyen in delſpi 
te ot his fader and whan he had thus blynded his 
faders ſeruauntes he ſayde to theym in mockynge 
ſyrs nowe [hall ye llepe che better go nowe home to 
my fader and tell him that J let lytell by hym e by 
cauſe heſendech pou to bꝛynge me to hÞ therkoꝛe to 
his diſpyfe I haue put oute youre 71 therfoꝛe 
was robert hated boch of god g of the woꝛlde g his 
viceous and mooſt curſed werkes were opẽly knos 
wen thoꝛo we out all cryſtendome. Theſe pag 


uauntes whiche che Duke hadde ſent koꝛ robert his 


lone /came home wich grete payne and in grete hes 
uyneſſe laynge thus o good loꝛde ſee how your (on 
robert chat ye dede lende vs koꝛe hath W 


6 


Dae t of che dukes hous wh6 
che percepued þ this good Duke was verp 
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to compaſle in his mynde how and 
nes he might come by to fake þ laid robert his lone 


cionhe with all his cõpany were loꝛe aferde of the 
Dukes malyce.and whan roberte ſee this was al; 


blynded vs. che good Duke leynge his men in this 
taſe/he wered very angry and full 1 and begã 
Pp 


what mea? 


CHow the duke of noꝛmandye made a pꝛoclama 
cion thoꝛugh oute his londe. how men ſ[holde take 
robert his lone wich all his companye and bꝛynge 
hym euerychone to pꝛilon. | 

Han ſpakhe a wyſe loꝛde o ÞDukes counlell 

laynge thus my loꝛd take no moꝛe thought 
no: be no moꝛe penſpfe.fo: ye ſhal neuer le the daye 
p robert pour lone wpil come in your pꝛeſence in lo 
moche as he hach done lo grete and greuoule offen 
ces to your commons and youre owne meſſengeres 
chat ye lende foꝛ bÞ but it were of necelſlyte foꝛ pou 
co coꝛrecte and punyſſhe hym fo: his grete offences 
that he dayly doch @ hach done foꝛ we fynde it w2p 
ten p the lawe byndech you there to. The duke wyl⸗ 
lynge to accomplyſſhe Ge councellof his loꝛdes (en 
de oute me llangers in all the haſte/ vnto all poꝛtes 
good fownes and barones/choꝛugh out all his du⸗ 
kedome commaildpngeon his behalfe all ſhryues 
bayllifes oz ocher off ycers to do theyt bttetrmoſte dp 
lygence fo take robert his (one pꝛiſoner @ fo holde 
and kepe hym lurely in pꝛiſon with all his compa⸗ 
nyand affinife,wha robert herde of this pꝛoclama 


mooſte oute ot᷑ his wytte foꝛ wode angre and whet 
ted his teeth lyke a boꝛe and (ware a gierte othe ſays 


7 
- 


V 


enge thus that he wolde haue open warre apenſte 
his fader and ſubdewe and ſpyll all his loꝛoſhyppe 


¶ Howe robert made hỹ a ſtronge hous in a derbe 
thycke wyldernes where he wꝛoughte myſchefe W 
out coparilon @ aboue al meſure oꝛ naturell reaſon 
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Hen whan robert had herde Elnowen of þ 
fo:ſapde thynges he lette make in a chycke 
wylde foꝛeſte a ſtronge hous where in he made his 
dwellpge place and in this place it was wylde and 
ſtronge e moꝛe meter fo: wylde beeſtes than fox ony 
peple to abyde in /g chere robert aſſembled and gas 
dered foꝛ his copany al the moſte milchenaſte @fals 
ſeſt cheues 5 he coude fpnde oꝛ here of in * 1 


bis copanpeled an vngracious lyf.alſo he was a 


myddel of — 


londe to wete moꝛderes cheues ſtrete robers rebelles 
brenners of chyrches and houſes foꝛſers ot women 
robbers of chyrches @ the moſte wyckedeſte curle 

deſte theuis chat were vnder Þ lonne robert had ga 
dered ta do him (eruicewherof he was capteyn gin 
the fo:ſapde wylderneſſe Robert w his companye 
dyd ſo moche miſchefe p no cũge can tel he moꝛdꝛed 
marchaũtes g al þ came by Þ wape no man durſt lo 
ke out noꝛ come a bꝛode fo: fere of robert @ his copa 
nye of whom euery ma was a ferde.fo: they robbed 
all the countree in lo moche p no man durſt loke ou 
te /but chat they were kylled ok robert oꝛ his men al 
ſo pooꝛe pylgremes þ wente on pylgremage were 
murdꝛed by robert @ his cõpanye in lo moche 5 eue 
ry man fledde frome them lyke as lhepe fled fro 
me 5ᷣ wolle fo: chey were as wode as wolues wars 
rynge lleinge al they coude come by. thus robert 


offe of etynge g dꝛinkinge @ neuer faſtỹge 
it were neuer lo grete a faſtỹge day. In lens 


though 


te oꝛ on pmberdapes he ete fleſſhe as well on frida⸗ 
pes as on — 972/250. dhe althis mil 


chefe he fuffred grete as here aft ye [hal here 
C How robert che 9 


Tenne er 
mynde 
— — E — 


as he had ben euer acuſtomed befoze he rode out of 
pray. E in che 
heremytes to 


* 


his bous oꝛ cheuiſſhe neſte to ſeke hi 


murdre 


Whore he rode as faſte as he coude with his[wors 
de redydꝛawẽ lyke a man oute of his mynde g there 
he llewe this. vii.heremites Þ whiche were bolde @ 
good men but they were ſo vertuoꝰ @ holy þ they lut 
fred the marterdom foꝛ ÿ laue of god @ whã he had 
cus llayne theſe.vii.deuoute mẽ he ſpake i mocka 
ge g layd J haue foũde here a neſte of a many pope 
holy hoꝛſons whome J haue ſhauen thẽ crounes J 
trow they be dꝛõke they were wonte to knele vpon 
thepr knees and nowe they lye vpon chepr backes 
there dyde robert a curſed dede g blode ſhedynge in 
delpyte of god and holy chirche. ⁊ after that he had 
done this mpſcheuous dede he rode oute of the wo 
de lyke a deuyll out of helle ſemynge woꝛle channe 
wode g his clothes were all dycd rede with che blo 
de of peple ð he had murdꝛed @ ſlayne. e thusara⸗ 
ped he rode ouer che feldes. clothes hondes face all 
were rede of the blode of the holy heremytes. Whi⸗ 
che he had ſo pyttoully murdꝛed in the wylderneſſe 
¶ How robert che deuyll rode to his moder the Du 
cheſle of noꝛmandye beynge in ỹ caſtell of darques 
where lhe was come to a feſte 


| Oberte rode ſo ferre @ ſo longe that he came 

# to the caſtell of darques/hut he mette befoꝛe 
wich a ſhppherde whiche had tolde hỹ that his mo 
der the ducheſſe ſholde come co the layd caſtell to dy 
ner. ſo he rode thether but wha robert came there 
e che peple ſe hỹ come they ranne away from hym 
lyke che hare fromeche hoũdes one ranne g her h 


inhis houle-anotherranneinto che c<yrehefox ie 


— 
* & 


re. Robert leynge this that al the people fled from 
bym fo: fere /he began to ſygh in his herte and layd 
to hymſelfe. O almyghty god how mape this be Þ 
euery man thus fleeth frome me Nowe J perceyue 
chat Jam the mooſte mylcheuouſte and curſledeſte 


- wretche of this woꝛlde / foꝛ J lente better ta be a J e 


we oꝛ a laralyne/than a criſten man. and J lee well 
that J am woꝛſte of all yll. Alas ſayde robert the de 
uyll Imaye well hate and curſe mpne vngracyous 
e curled lyfe.wherfoze Jam woꝛthy to be hated of 
god and the woꝛlde in this mynde heuynelle came 
Nobert to the caſtell gates @ alyghte downe from 
his hoꝛle / But there was no man that durſte abyde 


aàboute hym noꝛ come nygh hym to holde his hoꝛſe 


and he had no ſeruaunte to ſerue hÞ but let his hors 
ſtonde there at the gate / and dꝛewe oute his l woꝛde 
whiche was all blody. and incontinent toke the wa 
ye vnto the halle where the ducheſſe his moder was 
whã Þ ducheſſe la wenoberte her lone come in this 
wyle with a blodyl woꝛde in his honde.ſhe was lo⸗ 
re a ferde @ wolde haue fledde aware frome him for 
ſhe knewe well his condicions. Nobert leynge that 
euery body dyde flee from hym g that his owne mo 
der wolde haue fledde in lyhe wyſe. he called vnto 
her pyteoully a ferte and layd. I wete lady moder be 
not aferde of me / but ſtonde ſtylle tyll J haue ſpohẽ 
with pou g f lee not from me in the woꝛlhyp of cry 
ſtes paſlion.chan roberts herte beinge full of thou 
ghee and repẽtaũce wente nygher her. laynge thus: 
dere lady moder I pꝛaye and requyre you tell me 


vowand hy what maner oꝛ hy wherby cotummeth it 


chat J am ſo vicyous and curſte fo:J knowe well J 
— : order - ou oꝛ of my fader / wherfoꝛe incon 
inent Jherteiy delyre and pꝛaye you that ye lhewe 
me the crouch here of. aan 


¶ How che Ducheſſe de ſyrede / Robert her ſone / to 
ſmpre of her hede. and than ſhe tolde hym how ſhe 
had gyuen hym to the deuyll in his concepcyon - 
Tl Duchelle had gretly maruaplinge whã 
ſhe herde her ſone ſpeke thyle woꝛdes @ py⸗ 
teuoully wepynge. With a fozowfull herte ſapnge 
thus to hym. My dere lone IJ require you hertely þ 
ye wyll ſmyte of my hede. this ſayde the lady foꝛ ve 
ry grete pyte that lhe had vpon hym for bycauſe ſhe 
had gyuẽ h to the deuyll in his concepcyon robert 
anſwered his moder with an heuy and a pyteuous 
chere laynge thus. O dere moder why (holde J do 
ſo that ſo nioche mplchefe haue done and this ſhols 
de be the woꝛſte dede that euer J dyde. But J pꝛaye 
you to ſhewe me that J delyre to were of you/then 
che Ducheſle herynge his hertely delyre tolde vnto 
hym che cauſe why he was ſoo vicious and kull ot 
mylchefe and how ſhe gaue h tothe deuyll in his 
concepcion.herſel myſpꝛaylynge/ſayde thus vnto 
robert. O lone J am tt e moose vnfoꝛtunate wos 
man lyuynge and J knowlege that it is all my faus 
te chat ye be lo curled and wycked a lyeuer. 


How robert the denyll coke leue of his moder. 

3 Oberte herynge his moders ſaynge he fell 
downe to 5; erthe in a l woune koꝛ very greate 
ſozowe and laye ſtyll a lunge whyle. than he remes⸗ 


| mooſte reuerente lady moder. J hertly beſeche gre⸗ 


— — — — — — — 


ued ayene and came to hymlelk and began bytterly 


to wepe and complayne laynge thus. The fendes 
of hell be wich grete diligece to applye them to ge⸗ 
te and haue me body and ſoule. but now frome this 
tyme forth J foꝛlabe them @ all theyr werkes and 
wyl neuer doo moꝛe harme but good. E amende my 


lyft e leue my lynnes and do penaunce therfoꝛe.chã 


after this Roberce ſpake to his moder / the whiche 
was in greate ſoꝛowe @ heuyneſſe laynge thus. O 


quyre you that it wyll pleſe you to haue nerecoms 
maũded vnto my fader fo? J wyll take the waye to 
Nome to be aſſoyled of my lynnes / whiche be innu 
merable g to abhomynable to recounte. Ther fore 
Iwyll neuer ſlepe one nyght there I llepe an other 
tyll Jcome at Rome and god wyll. 2 

¶ How robert departed frome his moder rode in 
co the wylderneſſewhere he founde his copanpe. 


Obert in grete haſte lyghte vpon his hoꝛſe 
e rode to the wode where he had lefce his 1c 
panye the whiche he founde. The Ducheſle made 
greate lamentacion fo: her ſone robert whiche hao 
taken his leue of her. And ſayd many tymes to her 
ſelf. Alas what ſhal J do fo: it is all my faute that 
robert my lone hath done lo moche myſchefe E in 
the meane whyle þ the Duchelle made this ſoꝛro we 
E bewayllynge foꝛ her ſone roberte in came 5ᷣ duke 
in to che chambꝛe g as ſone as ſhe ſawe hym ſhe be⸗ 
gan co tell hỹ of his ſone robert piteuoully wepyn⸗ 
ge / lyt wynge hym what he had ſayd @ done. chan 


- 
* Ws 


che good Duke axed her/whether robert were dy[s 
poſed to leue his vicioꝰ lyfe.⁊ pt he were ſoꝛy fon his 
greate oſfences/ye my loꝛde layde ſhe he is loꝛe repẽ 
caunce.thenne began che duke loꝛe to lygh @ layde 
Alas it is all in vayne þ roberte thynkech to do fox 
I tere he ſhall neuer haue power to mae reſtytucy 
on / ul che hurtes @ harmes ß whyche he hach done 
in his lyke. but I beleche almyghty god to pꝛolonge 
his ly and ſende him tyme g relpyte that he maye 
amende his lyke @ do penaunce fo: his lynnes 


¶ How robert tolde his companye he wolde goo to 
Nome foꝛ to be aſlopled of his ſynncs. 1 
OW is robert come ayene fo his campanye 
ä whiche he founde lyttinge at dyner g whan 
they la we hym chep role vp e dyde hỹ reuercce chã 
roberte began to rebuke chem foꝛ cheyr vycyous ly⸗ 
uynge laynge thus mp welbeloned felawes. J res 
quire you in the reuerence of god /chat ye wyll her / 
ken and fakehedeco this that I (hall ſhewe you / 
ye knowe well howe þ we haue ledde hetherto an 
vngraciouſe and mooſte vicioule lyfe.robbed @ ppl 
led chyrches/foꝛced women / rauyllhed maydens / 
robbed and kylled marchaunces. We haue robbed 
and kylled nonnes holy aunkers pꝛerſtes cler kes / 
and many other people withoute nombie haue we 
murdꝛed and robbed. Wherfoꝛe we be in the waye 
of endles dampnacion except that god haue mercy 
vpon vs. Wherfoꝛe I require yon euerychone fa: 
goddes lake ye wyll chaũge poure opinion e lcue 
pour abhomynable lynnes E do penaunce * 


* 
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het fox he begynnech to ——— — Faſt 


— ſyñes @ c2ye vpon our loꝛde for mercy @ foꝛyeut : 


— y cõpany wp 


and. we ſholde dye / we wyll nat leue our olde condp 


Taye 


ſtylle here they wyl do greate myſchet and murdꝛe 
. doꝛe and 


\nesonthehede/atheelldownedede fo Gearth. 


fo: J wpll go to rome ta be ſhryuen and to haue pes 
nailce fo: my ſlynnes. Whan Robert thus layd one 
of che theues roſe and layd to hiscompanye in moc 
kage.nowe ſyrs take hede che fore wyll be an aun 


wich vs fo: he is our capiteyn @ doth more harme al 
lone than al we do how thinke ye wpll he be lunge 
chus holy. yet layd Roberf gentyl felawes Jp:ape 
you fo: goddes ſakeleue your cõdiciuns th ke on 
your ſoule ę do penaũce foꝛ your molte felleſ ſtyhß 


— wyll foꝛyeue you whã Nobert hadde ſayd 
an ſpake to hp one of che theues @ layde £\ 
—— mayſter be in peaſe / for it auaplech not 
what ye laye do —— your tyme in waſte / fo 

not amẽde our lyt᷑ for nomã 
pms Som all his c6pany comaunded his ſayn: 
W one vopce he layche trewe fox 


— (apden all 


cyons and anfedl lyfe, but and yt we haue done mo 
nes we wyll do moche moꝛe here at⸗ 


Chownoderthedeupl kplled all his <6panye.. 


Obert herynge the falte wyched opynion | 
Kane e his copanye wex⸗ 
yl they remayne and abyde 


ſhet it falte 
lapdeone on che theo 


e and 
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And ſo he ſerned one after an other. tyll he had lyl 


bed chem euerychont. thenne layde he chus to them / 


(rs J haue rewarded you after your delert ę by can 
le ye haue done me good lerupce I haue gyũen yon 
good wages. foꝛ who loo euer leruech a good maps 
ſter he is lyke to haue good wages Wban Roberce 
dad thus done he wolde haue bꝛente p hous. but he 
conlydered che grete good that was there inwherfo. 
re he let it ſtonde and ſhette kaſte the doꝛes aboute 
and locked them and bꝛoughte a waye the kepwith 
hym to his fader. Fore © 722 

C How Nobert che deuyll ſente the key of his chefe 
hous os theuyſſhe lodginge to his fader the Duke. 
of noꝛmandye and how he wente to Rome, x 


x Henne whan Robert had done all that ſayd 
a is hecoke vp his honde @ blelled hỹ @ rode 
choiowe the foꝛeſt the nexte w aye to Nome. Rober - 
te rode that daye ſo longe tyl that the nyghte came 
on and was pallynge loꝛe enhogred foꝛ he had cten 
noo mete of all that daye / and toꝛtuned to come ry 
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hym 


lyte fox euery man kleech from me E J haue ſpener 
my tyme vngracyoully @ in euyll and curſed wer⸗ 
kes and chere wich all he rode ſtrepghce to the chyr 
che doꝛe g alyghte downe frome his hoꝛs deuontly 
laynge his pꝛayers tu go0 in «ater 4: þ 
ſu cryſte q moſte [pnfull wꝛerche and veſſel of alle 
ſtinkinge lynnes/ I pꝛaye the p thou wylt haue mer 
ty on me and preſerue and kepe me krome all daun 
geres and perpll / And thenne he wente @ (poke s 
che abbot and monhkes ſo ſwetly and ſo pyteuoul⸗ 


| IyT ampably þ chey begã to come foward h fowhs 


me robert ſapde pytoully wepinge knelynge on his 
knees. my loꝛde J knowlege mylelf that J haue gre 
uoullpoffeded pou.and haue done greate harme 
iniurye vnto pour abbap. Wherfoze J Ke 
ye you all in che honoure ot᷑ cryſtes paſſyon of fo24 
elle. and than he ſpahe to che abbot in this wi 
my — pꝛaye you hertely haue me ret 
tõmaunded to my loꝛde my fader the duke ol No 
mandye /g delyuer bpm this keye of che chefe houg 
where  hauedwelled with mp cõpanye ß whiche 
kent chat they ſholde do no 


lonefowarde Rome. And on the ſame daye rode 
abbot to che duke of noꝛmandye @gaue hym the ke 
ye ᷣ Robert had delyuered hỹ /g colde the duke how | 
he was gone to Rome.cha Þ dukegaue al þ pooꝛe | 
people cheyr goodes ayen y chey had loſte before as | 
ferre as if coude be foũde in che chefe hous. we wpl 
eaſe of Þ duke@rhe abbot @ ſpehe of robertwhiche 
gooth coromewardeallone-wich grete deuocion. 
CHow Roberce came to rome fo: remyllyon of his 
ſynnes 2 
2 Obertz went (olo 
a lone tyll at laſte 


ouer hylles g dales al⸗ 
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bebe 


Lo ge god 
ich — my loule/ſo þ 


eee 
elſyd hỹ g ſayd to roberte / my dete ſone 
8 le without the towne e there ye 
WON anheremptewhichels my gooltly fader 
ſhaſlconfeſſepou Eſayethat ) Oe 
with part tor mp rrp 44. 

wig A wyll /g toke his leue o 
2 42 to do þ may be to 


DO 


ä 


RIBS 


n ght roberte abode in rome 
N C iii 


eee, he ple jon 


koꝛ it was late / in the moꝛnynge erly robert went 
ont ot ronie towarde the place where holde kyn 
de the heremyte e lo he went lo longe ouer bylles@ - 
dales W grete deſpre to be {hzpuc of his (pnnes p at 
laſte he come where ß heremyte dwelled whexofhe  - 
was glad / g came to the herempte @ folde by howỹ 


pope had lente hym cheder to be cofeſſed of hÞ- th&. 
che heremyte layde he was hertly welcome. e wich 
in a whyle robert began to cõkelle g ſhewe his ſyn⸗ 
nes & fyrſte he lhewed the heremyte how his moder 
had gyut᷑ hym tothe deuyl in his concepcion @ how 
be lmote che chylderne in his youth oz he coude goo 
allone and how he kylled his lcole mayſter @ how 
many knyghtes he kylled at iuſtpge wha his fad 
made hÞ knyght e he rode chotowe his faders l0de 
tobbyng & leelynge foꝛlynge of womẽ rauiſſyßg of 
maydẽs @ how he chꝛaſte out p eyen of his fads mẽ 
in dil pyte ot hỹ. E how he had kylled. vii. heremites 
xflp ſhewed hym al ÿ off ẽces þ euer he dyde le⸗ 

p houre ot his byrth tpll þ tyme. Wherof p here 
myte had maruayle. but he was glad p Robert was 
repẽtaũt for his ſyñes.whũ robert had chꝰ confelled 
44 p heremyte layd to hß / lone this nightyeſhal a 
1 gyue pou good coũcell 
of p ye haue to do robert y waslo curſt e furiousmil 
cheuous ferfull cruel @ pioude as a lyon. is now as 
gẽtyl @ curteys @ lwete ot wordes E wyle in his de 
des as euer was ony duke oꝛ pzpnce lyuynge the o 
2 Wr eee goßge þ he coude 
. þ?horw his 


ner ok mete / but chat he can take it from þ dogges 


+ £ 
5 


bp ede the daycbega to apere p heremyte called 


te. heremyte made roberte to lye 
chapell p ſtode nye his celle ꝑ the 


reptacyon 
gde in 


and thus pꝛayenge the herem pte fell a llepe. 
his ſynnes. 


ſe. holy fader here @ cake hede of ÿ meſſage p god 


c<tnaundech.yf v Nobert wyll be ſhꝛyuen ol his lỹ 


nes /he muſte hepe and counterfete the wayes of a 
fole and be as he were dombe. E he may ete no mas? 


in this wyle without lpekynge @ cõterfetinge the 
dee no thynge etynge but what he can take from 


the do 
2 to lhewe hym that his lynne be forpene eue 
chis vil yon the heremyte a woke oute ot his llepe 
began to remembꝛe hymlelf of this that layd is/e 
nked our loꝛde ot᷑ his gracious meſſage done ta 


robert vnto hym. W fapre g confoꝛtable woꝛdes ſa 
to hym mp frende come hether to me. E incons 
kynent robert came to hym W grete deuocion hym 


'Y nge. and whan robert had ſhꝛyuẽ hym che he 
— bus nfo hym fone J Fane daz 


@aduiled me of þ penaunce þ ye [hal haneo get 


EE. cd 


endeles mercy/þ he wolde kepe hym from 5 fedes 


Herempyfe pꝛayed al h nyght to our loꝛd fot Robert 
whiche lawe 5 he had grete repẽtaũce fot his ſyñes 


¶ How god lent an aũgel to che heremyte to lhewe 
pym che penaũce chat he lholde gyue to Roberte foꝛ 


Fr He heremyte befge thus a llepe chere came 
to hman aũgell ſaynge to hym in this wp 


gges muſt he be tyll — that it hall pleaſe - 


remplſpon of pour iynnra/ In whiche ye haue zuez 


wouſlp ofended prag god hat is to wen ye null 
* che fole /e pe mere 
but — it from the dogges whan men 
gyue them ought / alſo ye mult wn to as dumbe 
wichout peche g lye amongedoggesfo: chus hach 
god this nyght commaunded me by his aungell to 
aer pou this fo: pour penannce and ye maye of⸗ 

no man che whyle pour penauncebe a doyn⸗ 
ge/and this penaunce ye muſt do fox pour ſynnes 
in maner and fome as J haue tolde pou tyll ſuche 
tat as it ſhall pleaſe our loꝛde to lende you woꝛde 


—— te ek gemerp 
kfgeour loꝛde Jhelu ayſtthache | 

— — of his ĩynnes @ had cherfoꝛe ſo lyght 
penaunce as hym thoughte that it was. Nowe ta⸗ 
keth Roberte leue of che heremyte / and gooth to do 
his grete and ſharpe penaunce whiche he he lde but 
lyght remembrynge his grete abhomynable ſtyn⸗ 
kynge lynnos that he hach done all the dayes ot his 
lyt chis was a fapre myracle/foꝛ he that was ſo vy 
cyous and ſo furyous a rebell @ proude a ſynner / is 
now [oo full of vertues and faprecondycpons and 
as tame as a lambe. | 


CHow Robertethe deuyll toke his leue ot the here | 
myte @ we nte agayne to 3 to do his ne 
ee hache al en hym. 

Oberte hathe taken lene of che heremp te 
7-1 is gone to warde Rome there fo: to do 4 
naunte. And whan he came in to the cyte he began 
co lepee renne Gs heh 5: A" ee 


phym ſhourpnge and cryenge g caſtynge wich myre 

and derte and all ſuche fylth as they founde in the 
ſtretes and che Burgeyles of the cyte laye in theyr 
wyndowes and laughed and mocked with roberce 
Than whan roberte had thus played che ole in ro 
me a certayne ſeaſon he came on a tyme op Em⸗ 
peruurs courte @ ſe that che gate dyde ſtonde open 
Ehe ranne ſtreyght in to the hall/g there he Jecced 
vp and downe from che one ende ta the other lom⸗ 
Fymc he wente faſt and ſomtyme ſoftely and chan 
——— and ranne and other whyle he ſtode euen 

lle /hut he ſtode not longe in one place. The Em 
peroure leynge Noberte thus playenge the fole. He 


ſayd to one ot᷑ his ſeruauntes/ſe ponder is a fayte 


and a well fauoured yonge man / me chỹketh he is 
ouc of his mynde the whiche is greate domage / foꝛ 
he is fayre g a well made man /go @ gyue h mete. 
¶ This Emperours ſeruaũt dyde as he was cam 
maunded g called robercc to hym @ wolde haue gy 
uen hp ſome mete/bhut roberte wolde nocher ete no: 
d:ynke/@ whyle roberte (ace thus at che table them 
perour ſawe one of his hoũdes whiche was bytten 
wich an other dogge / wherfoꝛe the Emperour caſt 
bym a bone and the dogge che bone and be 
gan to gnawe chere on @ roberte leỹge ÿ lepte om 
che talle @ foke it from hym/hut che dagge foughe 
with roberte foꝛ the bone g helde faſte the one ende 
: Faak ocher ende / hut roberte le it wolde be no 
rtr / bur 


As thoughe he had ben a fole / che childeren in 
ſtretes le Roberte renne in this wyle and they — 
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on the one ende of che bone ethe dogge onÞ other 
themperoure and chey chat loked here on / lau ghed 
at robert and ỹ dogge. but Robert dyde lo moche þ 
he gatte the bone allone g laye and gnewe it foꝛ he 
was loꝛe enhongred. chem peroure leynge that © o⸗ 
bert was ſo ſoꝛe enhongred he caſte to an ocher dog 
ge an hoole lofe.but robert coke it frome hym e bia 
ke it in two peces @ gaue the dogge half fo: by cau⸗ 
le he gatte it for the dogges lake. thẽperour lepnge 
chis lough there at g ſayd to his ſeruaũtes. We has 
ue here nowe che moſte folylhe fole and the verayſt 
nedy chat euer I ſawe foꝛ he taketh che dogges 
mete from thẽ @ eteth it hymlelt therby ama may 
pert̃ytely knowe that he is a naturell fole . all chat 
were in the hal gaue the dogges as moche mete as 
they myght ete to thentente robert myght fyll his 
belye Wthẽ g whan he had filled his belly while he 
role vp and walked vp and doune in the hall with 
 aſtaffein his honde / lmytynge vpon ſtoles and ben 
ches lyhe as @ yt he had bene a very innocence fole. 
And thus wal kynge he loked on euery ſyde @ ſawe 
adoꝛe where men wente in to a fayre gardyne in þ 
whiche gardyne chere ſtode a fayre fontayne oꝛ wel 
and theder went Nobert to dꝛynke for he was euyll 
churſte and whan nyghte came on / robert folowed 
che foꝛlayde dogge where lo euer he wentethe whi⸗ 
che was acuſtomcd to lye euery nyghte vnder a ſtey 
re @ chere he went and layde hum downe @ rabert fo 
lowed hym vnder ÿ ſteyre and layde hym doune by 
che dogge.chemperoure ſeynge this had compally⸗ 
an on Robert and cammaũded chat men ſholde be 


te hym a bedde-chac he myght lye there vpon coſle 
pe anone two ſeruauntes bꝛought tobert a bedde ta 
llepe there on but he pointed to bere it away ayene 
fo: he had leuer to lye vpon the hard and colde erty 
than vpon aſofcebedde where of themperour had 
greace maruayle / and commaũded that men (hold 
bere hym clene ſtrawe whiche they dyde than robert 
Whiche was feynte and werp of goynge leyde hym 
downe to ſlepe on p ſtrawe. now haue this in youre 
myndes ye pꝛonde hertes @ lynners the on rober⸗ 
kes greate penaunce @ wylkull pouerte and how he 
lo greate a gentylman boꝛne foꝛſoke his fader and 
his moder and al his frendes and his countrey and 
londe /e al his dylycate metes æ dꝛinkes gaye ray 
mentes @ woꝛdly plelure w all chat of luche aſtate 
aperteynech how wyllyngly he hath alle foꝛſaken 
fo: che laluacyon of his ſoule ę is gone out ot᷑ a du 
hes bedde fo dogges canell.and with dogges he ete 
E dꝛonke e 1 roſe. in this pe 
naũce lyu vii. yeres oꝛ there aboute.g the 
dogge p he comunſp llept wich all percepued that 
he foure-che better: had moꝛe mete fo: robertes ſa 

e than he was wonte to haue beloꝛe g that noma 
dyde bete hym foꝛ his lala wher foꝛe he began co js 


ceyte to caule p Emperour to laugh oꝛ to be mery. 
| kt, N | — 2 f . — bo - a bi n " on afoule *4 
Don and how he put a lyuynge catte in to an 


TT 
58 S as to a biyde aperteyn 


> +4 


ge in his armes playenge ß fole as he was wonte 


to whiche felte were allemdled allthe chefe of #16 
de amonge whome there was a Jewe whiche was 
rxecepuer of the moſte parte of ali chemperours lon? 


des. and whan euery man was ſecceacche table ro 


bert walked vp E doune in che hall haußge his dog 


cable behynde þ foꝛeſayde 
fable and 


to do came to 
. themperours 


Nobert come behynde his backe and knocked hym 


on the ſholder che Jewe feite hym and tourned his 
face ſhoꝛtly behynde hyin and robert hadde vp his 
dogges arle redp and lette it vpon the Jewes face. 
Themperoure e his loꝛdes this leynge / laughed g 
had good game there at. hut the Jewe was wwoth @- 
foule aſhamed but he durſt ſaye no thynge at p cy: 
me. Than robert ſet doune his dogge @ incũõtinent 
e dogge lepte vpon table e dyde ſo moche with 
mouth @ fete chat he caſte downe al the mete vn 
der the table. And in chis maner por rs — 
tyme euer withouteſpekpge. lyke as p heremite ha 
cũmaũded TEN maddeo!mery co. - 


efell on a tyme þ there was a biyde ſhols 

de gos forhyrche to be wedded. Whiche was 
bꝛyde thus gayly araped —.— the 

Sled her thozougha pallyng foule donge pyll 


* 


and chere made her fall @ fouled her gaye araye. z 
an he ranne lyghtely a waye ſhoutynge g laugh⸗ 
ynge. and ranne vnco the bꝛydes kytchen where her 
dynner was apareyled and caughte a lyuynge cats 
te and caſte her in to the potte of pouldꝛed bete / 
The whiche incontinẽt was tolde to themperourr 
where at he and all his loꝛdes laughed and jhadde 
Nrete game there at. they loued Roberte paſſpnge 
well fozhe made moche mprch wichout harme. 


¶ How che ſeneſſhal had gadꝛed a greate armye of 

menjof warre of ſaraſins g layde ſpege to Rome be 

cauſe the Emperour wolde not gyue hym his dou 
ghter in maryage. e 
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Nehemeneſeaſon whyle Robert was thus 
in Rome doinge his as is foꝛlayde 
Spichedured — — in the Em 
perours courte.the whiche emperoure hadde a fay⸗ 
re doughter. but ſhe was boꝛne dombe e neuer ia 
ne /g themperous ſenelſchall dpuerſe tymes had de 
ſyred this daughter in — ch Emperoure 
hut he wolde neuer graunte hym her / wherfore che 
lenelchall was gretly moued and angry ther with 
themperoure.koꝛ hechoughte he myght haue won 
of hym his empyre by fo:le and myght in ſo moche 
che lenelchal came vpon a tyme — greace hoſte 
of laraſyns g layde lyege to vᷣ cyte of Rome where 


of chemperour had grecemaruaple.@ wondꝛed <a 
chemperour gadzed @ aſſembled al p lordes batoits 


alkynge of che coſiſell ata 
e 2 
en pre fake greace thought 


EEE 


redy a 
e 
berof æ made pꝛ amacion 
n his londes @ cytees e man 


n hol 


ment but in aSpnichche indy cleptrotihul”. 
hors without ony taryenge and rode his 15 of 


eta eee. Hm eval "> 
de haue tolde it but he coude not — fo: ſhe was 
dombe but ſhe remembꝛed and bare it ſurelyÿ in her 
eee LS eee 
perours hooſt whiche he [awe was loꝛe ouerpꝛeſſed 
wich cheyr enemyes che Turkes in lo moche p had 
noegod eroberee relcued <eþ trpſſettiien hadben 
— — wp — was 15815 — — og 
t hñ in moo e ol ß turkes 
— eche lyde on thele wa 5 — here & inns Soy 


myghthauelene/armes/legges/heedes — 

che groũde/he lmate to the groũde boch hoꝛs a man 

— was woldeto eee — 
eamonge 

rips dofomabe a ne 

che laralyns were ciittrapned toklye awape @ che 

— — | 


CHowNoberte tomed agayne tu ß koꝛlayd fontay | 
. he had chus ſubdued 
e vaynquyſſhed 5; laralyn: e ape. 


ſtyll ſtondynge by p fontaync / themperours dough 
ker leynge this had grete mtruayll of this & wolde 
haue colde it foꝛthe but lhe was dombe @ cuude not 
ſpeke/roberte had a race in his face whiche he gote 
in pbacapll-buc he was none other wyſe hurte/the 
Emperout was glad @thanked god of his vyctoꝛy 
apenit Þ falſe dogges p ſaraſyns ę thus beynge mie 
ry he came home to his palays ę whan they were al 
ſet to dyner roberte pꝛelented hỹſelfe befoꝛe thempe 
ruur as he was wonte to do plage p̊ tole ę mahyn 
gehß döbe as afoꝛe reherleũ is themperour retcyſed 
in hỹſelke whan he le roberte foꝛ he loued hỹ paſlyn 
ge well @fha he prrcepucdrobercs hutte in his face 


ES; e thought þlomeok his ſeruaũtes had hurte hym 


- Whple he was out / wherfoꝛe he was angry @ ſayd / 
| * courte be lome enuyous men / foꝛ whyle 


we haue ben out at batayie they haue beten e hurte 


this pooꝛe Innocente creatute in his face whiche is 

grete lynne fo: thaughe he be a fole he doch no man 
harme ſo chẽperour comaſided chem all vpon a gre 
te payne 5 nu man lholde do by harme/yfchepdys 
de they lhold be punyſſhed 5 all ocher ſhold beware 
by them /than themperour began to aze his nygh 
- ces pf chere were onyot che þ coude tell or ỹ knyghte 
wich che whyce hoꝛs þ came pꝛeuely in tu the felde @ 
TT 


Ls 


- 


angry pointed 
he wyſt well that if wavrre 
and mente /fos in as 


, C4. v 
. 


e Rome 
—— 


— ener ance 
d ſyege ta rome and yet þ them 
batayle he commannded: his 
proce rode barones co fake good hede fro whens 
— — the white hoꝛſſe and what he 
and where he became fon he hadde grete deſyre 
— — The knyghtes anſwered 
it ſholde be done the dape came char they muſt ryde 
bo:ch to the bacaple and lertepneaf p beſt knyghces 
rode pꝛyuely into a wood chat ſtude a lycell chere he 
tyor e there they waytcd whiche waye che knyghce 
on che whit e hoꝛſle Cholde come to the bacaple but 
- thep loſte cheyr labourefoz chey coude not tell whẽs 
e come / Dut whan they ſawe hym in che b 
: — r ans > rae hoe and re ceiue 
5 — — oughtenon boch par⸗ 


| — — — 
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wonte to do befoꝛe /but the fo:eſapd knyghfes wes 

re toꝛned agayne in to the — awapfe foꝛ che 
knyght wich the whyte hoꝛs and whan they (awe 
pbym come they rode all at ones out of che wode @ 
eryed with a loude voyce laynge vnco hym. O — 
ble kenyght tarye @ ſpehe with vs /and tell vs who 
that ye be e — e out ot what londe ye come /to 
che entent chat we maye [hewe it to the Emperaur 
whiche lpecpallp he delyreth foꝛ to knawe. Noberte 
this herynge was ſoꝛe a ſhamed ſmote his — 
te hoꝛs wich his — hore — — ouer hylles and 
ouer — ycuuſe he wolde not be hnowen 
but there folowed hym a bolde knyght / well hozſed 
Wa pere wenynge to haue kylled his whyte hoꝛs 
but he myſte and lmote roberte in the thyghe wich 
his ſpere/and the ſpere heed brake of g ſtache ſtyll 
in his chyghe but yer kor all this — 
tmowlegeot the abe with che whyte hors fo: he 
rode from them all euerychonc / wherof chry were 
paſſpnge ſoiy. Noberte — tyll at v; laſt he 
tame to the fontayne @ vnarmed hym g layde the 
harnays on the — done befoꝛe whiche 
weouethe —— e hy by 

0 pere heed 6 is if 

twene two grete ſtones bp the foncapne —— 
de e woũde fo: EP 
vt ern — 


 wounde' 8 in to the halle/to gete hym ſome 
mere The halted as lytel as he coude @ kepte it ſecre 
kely p almooſt no man coude percepue it @ luffred 
moze payne a thouſande tymes thã it ſemed by hÞ 
Shoꝛtly after this came home ỹ knyght v had hur 
te Noberte. And began to recuũte to thẽperour how 
the lenyghte W che whyte hors had out ryden hỹ g 
you he had hurte hỹ loꝛe ayenſt his wyll. And 1255 
to p Emperour. I beſeche you mp loꝛde Smperour 
here what Jſhall teil youhow/and in what maner 
— ſhall knowe who he is that hach holpen pou it is 
ye make a pꝛoclamacyon @ publyilhe thꝛughe 
out your — pf there be ony knyght in why 
te harna e a whyce hoꝛs that he be bꝛought to 
your pꝛele — chat he bꝛynge wich hym the lpe 
re heed where wich all he was hurte in his thyghe 
ſhewynge the wo de / e þ ye gyue hym your dough⸗ 
ter to wpfe and hal fe your Empyre ml her / them 
perour this herynge was of his counleyll very glad 
and in contynent in all haſte proclamed and puply 
Ched chꝛughe out all his Empyre and thought chat 
ehe knyght had gyuen hym good coũleyll. 


How the Seneſhall thꝛuſte a ſpere heed in to * 
thyghe wenynge to haue begyled chemperour and 
do haue wonne his doughter therby. 
TT befellin ſhoꝛte tyme after þthe Seneſhal 
—--hadde bnowlege and vnderſtandyngeof che 
Em — — howe he myghie 
wynne themperoures doughter whiche he had ma 
ny tymes bene aboute he dyde grete W 


= — — 
vpon no treaſon not d yſſeyte ſayd ye be a 
@a pyſe knyght but J had wente che 

we hauetaken you foꝛ a v 


unyght / the Seneſhall was ver 

ued here wichall and an 

and angerlp / my loꝛde Emperour m 

chynge hereof fo: J am nat ſuche a cowarde as ye 
E 


4 0 
" 1 "ms 


unce. f 
cage whiche yehaueherdeof before 
; r — ſette Noberte his penaunce 
layẽ on a nygßt in his lelle — and ns lle⸗ 
— . — hym a voyce / anũ badde hym 
a ryſe and go to Rome to the place where 
was doynge his 2 the aun⸗ 
8 — tolde che — all che doynges of Noberte 
lhewynge howthat his penaunce was fuldone and 
chat god hadde fo:gpuen hym his lynnes wherof 
che heremyte was verye gladde and in che moꝛnyn 
en y he role and wente to Nome warde / and in 
he wyle in the lame moꝛnynge che Senelhal — 
tyme and wente to Nome to the 
. and haue his doughter accoꝛdynge to che tor 
blycacyon and crye/the whiche he Greta. cons 
ſented her to pm withoucony — ines 
But whan che dou vnderſtode that ſhe was 
gyuen to the Senelhall ſhe raylled and raged as 
dpougb lhe hadde ben wood and maddelhe career 
here from her heed and all co core her clothes but it 
myght nochynge auayll her fo: the was conſtray⸗ 
ned and muſt be araped lyke 45 and an Ems 
peroures doughter whiche ſholde be maryed and 
che Emperour ladde her by che hande hymlelfe co 
pa accompunyed wich loꝛdes and 
women but che doughter made 
che greteſt ſoꝛowe of che wozlde in lo e 
N — PY OY 


hold goo rome nd ek aner fo: he had full 


CHow the Emperours doughter chꝛughe the gra 
—7 god began fo: to ſpeke che fyrſt that euer ſhge 
r Ove 
Han as the Emperour with all his eſtate 
0 was come in to the chyrche che Emperures 
doughter whiche was dumbe ſholde marye the Se 
neſhall there dyde our loꝛde a fayre myracle foꝛ the 
loue of che holy man Noberte to che entente he 

de be exalted / whome euery body helde for a fole 
and with hym mocked whan che pꝛeeſt holde be⸗ 
gyn the leruyce g to marye the Seneſhall and this 
yonge mayde togyder / the doughter thoꝛoughe the 
grace ot god began to ſpeke to the Emperour her 
fader in chis wyle / fader J holde you not wyle but 
fer ouer lene in that ye byleue/that this pꝛoude fo⸗ 
lyſſhe traytour telleth you / foꝛ all that he tellech yon 
it lyes / hut here in this to wne is a holy and deuoute 
perſone / foi whole lake god hach gyuen me my ſpe 
che wherfoꝛe Jloue hym in my herte fo: J haue all 
wape lene and marked his valyaunce and holynes 
but noo man wolde byleue me what poyntynge oꝛ 
lygnes that J made / chan the Emperour this he 
ryge was almoolt out of his mỹde foꝛ Joye whan 
he herde his doughter lpeke whiche neuer ſpake be 
foꝛe/wherby he knewe well ynoughe che Seneſhal 
had betrayed and deceyued hpm-the Senelhal this 
erynge was wood angry and faule aſhamed aud 
yghte vpon his hoꝛs and rode awaye and all his 
companpe che pope there beynge pꝛelente axed che 
mayde who the man was cha: [he ſpoke of / than 
che mayde ladde che pope and che Emperoure her 


fader to the fonfapne where Noberfe was wonte tg 
Arme and vnarme hym and chere ſhe foke out the 

ſpere heed from bylwene the two ſtones where No 
berte had hydde it / and than ſhe cauſed the ſpereco 
be bought foꝛch where of chis heed was broken / 
whiche was lyghcp bꝛoughte to her and chat heed 
g the lpere Joyned togyder in one as cloes as they 
had not be bꝛohen/than layd the mayde to the pope 
we haue had chie tymes vyctoꝛye by his noble va⸗ 
lyaunce ayenſt the mylcreaunt Saralyns/ foꝛ J ha 
ue thꝛe tymes ſene his hots and harnays wher with 
he hach che tymes armed and vnarmed hym / but 
I can not teil who bꝛought hym that hoꝛs and har 
naps noꝛ vnto whome he delyuered it / but J hno tre 


well that whanhe hadde done he layde hym ſelfe 
done hy the dogges / and the mayden layd vnto 
the Emperour her fader in this wyle/chis is he that 
hath faued your londes and your honoute and gas 
te pou vyctoꝛye of che hethen hoũdes the Saralyns 
wherfoꝛe ye ought of deute to rewaroe hym / and yt 
it pleaſe you we wyll go all to hym and ſpeke with 
bym / than wente they koꝛ the pope the Emperour 
- and the doughter wich all che Loꝛdes and Ladyes 
vnto Noberte whome they founde lyenge amonge 
dogges they folowed hym and dyde hym reuerence 
but Noberte anſwered them not. | 


¶ How the heremyte foũde Roberfe and comma 
ded hym to lpeke laynge to hym that his penaunce 
was full done and his lynnes n 7 Ly 
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d wylk.of god 
Op che ſtoꝛye rellecþaoafter thar Roberte 
had remyll yon of his ſynnes @ was gone to 
warde his countre/chan out of Rome god comaun 
ded hym thꝛe tymes by an aungell chat he [holde 
fourne agayne to Nome and to marye the Eæmpe⸗ 
rours doughter whiche loued hym 1 well 
and he ſholde haue by her a ſone wherby the cryſten 
byleue ſholde be encreaſed and foꝛte kyed and defen 
ded Noberte at the cõmaundement of god tourned 
agayne to Rome and maryed themperours dough 
ter with grete tryumphe * themperour æ 
all che Nomayns were cherof very gladde / chis bꝛy 
dale was royally kepte and euery man chat le No⸗ 
- berfe loued and lpked hym aboue all ocher / and the 
people ſayd one to an ocher that they were gretely 
behaldynge to Noberte that he had redemed chem 
from cheyr moꝛtall enmyes che laralyns this feeſt 
was grete and natable and deured . xiiii.dayes and 
whan che feeſt and bꝛydale was done Roberce wol 
de departe wich his lady in to arr rent hi 
te his lan and moder and toke his leue ot chem⸗ 
—— — many royall 2 Gene 
| gyfres Epoecyone ayes 0 puers 
— — r gaue hym knyghtes and 
eee, 
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Now: 


oꝛmandye in to the 


ok the countre were loꝛye and in grete heuynes that 
275 duke. Nobertes fader was dyſceſed fozbycau 


he was a wyſe and a renomed pꝛynce. A lytell 


delyde Rowane dwelled a curſed knyghte whiche 


whan Noberte was comen euery man dꝛad hym @ 
dyde hym grete reuerence and woꝛlhyp / than ſome 


ſayd we wende he had ben deed and all che loꝛdes 


and burgeys of Rowane gadꝛed chem togyder and 

with greate honoure and reuerence they receyued 
Noberte and helde hym as cheyr loꝛde and ſoueray 
ne. And whan chey had recepued hym honourably 

chey ſhewed hym ok this before ſayd knyghte / he 
pad many tymes luppꝛeſſe @ done wꝛonge to his 
moder lychen the dech of his kader/ chan whan ro 
berte herde g vnderſtode this he ſente lyghtiy 
of armes to cake the ſayd knyght / the whiche dy⸗ 
den lo moche that they foke hym / and bꝛonghe h 


to Roberce whiche made hym to be hanged where. 


foꝛe the duches was ryght gladde/but ſhe was mo 
homme forthe wende he had ben deed / e whan rober 
te and his moder were thus togyder/he recounted 


vnto her howe che Emperoure hadde gyuen hy - 


++ his doughter in maryage / and how he hadde done 


his lady rode lu ferte tyll chey cas. 

ö noble Cyteot 
rowane wich grefe myrch æ ſolace / where chey were 

receyued with greate cryumphe fo: che camyntees 


had done the ducheſle grete wꝛonge and luppꝛeſled 
many knyghtes after her hulbondes dylceale. But 


— — — 
* 
. 
1 


chat Noberte her lone was come 


n to Ao 


ſuffred lo grece pouerte and penaunce/ 

his detaute. en 
(how the Emperour lente a ne 

a Roberre that he ſholde come and {EINE | 


838 . whyles Nobert waschus | 
at Rowane wich his moder and his ladye in 
grete Joye and ſolace / chere came a meſſanger fro 
che Emperour vnto Noberte / whiche dyde hym re 
nerence and laynge thus vnto hym / my loꝛde duke 
che Emperour hach lente me hycher to pou and he 
pia —— foꝛ to come and reſcue hym ayenſt the 
falle traytoure che Senefhall w the laraſyns whis 
heh — lyege to Rome / whan Noberte her⸗ 

woꝛdes he was lozpe in his mynde fo: them 
5 (or llmble — men of ar 
mes as he coude londe ot Noꝛmandye 
———— hen tovarde Romecoel | 


— 2 elcape hondes 

| 2 
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deceyuedÞ Romayns\efen 


denowehyliyfe ayenſt 


che Emperour-/wherfore thou ſhalce be well rewar 
ded after chat thou haſte deſerued. And with chele 
Wwozdes Roberte wich a greate delyre / and myghty 
courage rode in contynent vnto the Senel hall and 
gaue hym ſuche a ſtroke on the helmette that he clo 


ne helmet and heed vnto the teech / and in contynent 
che traytour fell downe deed vnto che erth / and Na 


berte made hym to be bꝛought in to Rome to the en 
tente that he lholde there be llayne to reuenge the ra 


maynes/the whiche was done in the preſence or all 
che peuple that were in Rome / and in chis wyle ky⸗ 
nyſſhed that traytoure the Seneſhall his lyfe and 


had a ſhamtull deth / wherby men maye make and 
take hede that it is greate folpe ta coueyte oꝛ delyre 
chynges pallynge chepr degre/foꝛ @ the Seneſhall 
had not delyred the Emperours doughter the whi 


not dyed this ſhamful dech / but myght haue lpued 


and the Emperour allo / E haue dyed good frendes. 


¶ ow ß the duke Noberte tourned agayne to Ro 
wane after he had made the Senelhal to be llayne. 
Oberte the duke dekended the cyte of Rome 
from theyr enemyes. And than he tourned 


ſhe herde p the traytoure the Seneſhall 
Buewhan hehere be fo almooſt out ot her 


me fo: thou ſhalte neuer elca 
pempn hondes/and thou halt alſo ſlayne mp loꝛde 
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che paſſed and exceded ferre aboue his degre / he ha 
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agapne wich all his companye vnto Rowane to his 
g whiche was paſſynge (ozowfull and penſyfe 


mynde. But Robertes moder comforted her in t 
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beſt maner that ſhe coude oꝛ nipgh#. And fo: to ms 
he lhoꝛtly an ende ok our matre e ſo to fynyſſhe this 
booke we wyll lette paſſe to wꝛyte of che grete dolc 
and loꝛo we of the yonge duchelle/ and ſpe ke ol the 
duke Roberfe whiche in his pouch was abte to all 
mplchefe and vyce and all vngracyoulnes without 
onymealure oꝛ reaſon foꝛ he was u moꝛe deuourer 
and a moꝛe vengeable than ony lyon nothynge ſpa 
rynge / noꝛ on no man haufge mercy noꝛ pyte. And 
after this he lyued. vii. pere in grete penaunce lyke 
a wylde man without ony ſpeche and lyke a dumbe 
beeſt etynge and dꝛynkynge with dogges and ſhes 
re after was he exalted and honouredof them whe 
che befoze dyde holde hỹ foꝛ a folejo: an innocent 
and mocked with hym. This Roberce lyued longe 
in vertue and honoure with that noble lady his 
wyfe / and he was beloued and dꝛadde of hygh and 
lowe degre / foꝛ he dyde ryght and Juſtyce / as well 
ouer the ryche as ouer the pooꝛe kepynge his londe 
in reſte and in peace / and he begotte a chylde with 
her / the whiche he called Rycharde / whiche dyde 
akterwarde many noble actes and dedes of armes 
with grete Charlemayne kynge ot fraunce / foꝛ he 
dyde helpe hym foꝛ to gets and foꝛtetye the cryſten 
kayth and he made alwayes grete warre vpen the 
. Saralyns. And he lyued in his londe in relle g pea 
tte /und was beloued of pooꝛe and ryche / and all his 
=. comentceloued hym / in lyke wyſe as Noberte his fta 
der was beloueo / fo: they lyued both deuoutly and 
tmn vertue / wherkoꝛe J pꝛaye god that we may ſa ly⸗ 
ue in this lyte/that atter this lyte we may optayne 
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und tome to euerlaſtynge lyte. To the whiche bꝛyn 
ge vs he / chat bought vs and all mankynde / with 
dis pꝛecyous blode E bytter paſſyon, Amen. 


Thus endech the lyfe ol Robert che deuyll. | || 
That was che ſeruaun? of our loꝛde 
And ofthis cond ycyons chat was full euyll. 

Enpꝛynted in London by wynkyn che worde. 


¶ Here endeth the lyfe ot the mooſt ferefulleſt / and 
vnmercyfulleſt / and mylcheuous Roberce che de⸗ 
uyll whiche was after warde called the leruaunte 
of our loꝛde Jhelu cryſt.Enpꝛynted in fleteſtrete in 
the lygne ok che lonne by Wynkyn de worde. 


